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Jasper Fforde's bestselling Thursday Next series has delighted readers of every genre with its

literary derring-do and brilliant flights of fancy. In The Big Over Easy, Fforde takes a break from

classic literature and tumbles into the seedy underbelly of nursery crime. Meet Inspector Jack

Spratt, family man and head of the Nursery Crime Division. He's investigating the murder of ovoid

D-class nursery celebrity Humpty Dumpty, found shattered to death beneath a wall in a shabby area

of town. Yes, the big egg is down, and all those brittle pieces sitting in the morgue point to foul

play.Read Jasper Fforde's posts in the Penguin Blog
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When Humperdinck Jehoshaphat van Dumpty, better known as Humpty Dumpty, falls off the wall

once too often and is shattered beyond repair, Detective Inspector Jack Spratt and his partner Mary

Mary of the Nursery Crime Division of the city of Reading are assigned the investigation. The case

turns from accidental death to one of murder. Dumpty was a womanizer and con man who had

been involved in a lot of shady dealings and who had lots of enemies. Jack is still stinging from not

being able to bring the three little pigs to justice for their wanton murder of Mr. Wolff. He wants to

shake his reputation for having a poor solve rate for his cases, so cracking the Dumpty case is



important to him. How can he solve this high-profile case and prevent the maligned Nursery Crimes

Division from being disbanded? How can he keep superstar Detective Friedland Chymes from

stealing the investigation from him? Why was Dumpty buying up all the shares of Spongg's

Footcare stock before his untimely death? And most important of all, how can the resolution of this

case make good copy for a future issue of Amazing Crime Stories magazine?Author Jasper Fforde

has switched gears from his Thursday Next series to begin a new series of hard-boiled police

procedurals based on Nursery Crime cases. "The Big Over Easy" has many funny moments as

Fforde places familiar nursery rhyme characters in unusual situations. There are puns galore, and

humorous character names such as Hercule Porridge, Miss Maple, Lord Peter Flimsey, and

Winsum & Loosum. Each chapter is prefaced with an excerpt from an imaginary book that covers a

literary topic in this topsy-turvy world.
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